The Michigander
On Becoming a Distinguished Region
By: Kari Kahler —
Regional Coordinator
Last spring in Nashville, the Michigan
Region of Phi Theta Kappa was recognized as one of two distinguished Regions from around the globe. The Distinguished Region Award recognizes
achievements in areas of programming
and organizational structure. Criteria
include quality of regional programming,
especially demonstrated leadership and/
or Honors in Action programming at
regional meetings; overall strength of
chapters in the region; membership
growth; and the quantity and quality of
chapter participation in such programming as the Five Star Chapter Development Plan and Hallmark Awards. This
award not only recognizes the outstanding work of the 2011-2012 Regional
Officer Team; it also recognizes the
work of all of us at the individual chapter
level!
The 2012-2013 Regional Team recognized the bar had been raised by their
predecessors and would like to see the
Michigan Region recognized again as a
Distinguished Region. How appropriate
as we embark on the new study topic—
The Culture of Competition—to understand what drives our need to compete,
the desire to be recognized as the best (or
one of the best), and how to collaborate
or cooperate so we all grow as scholars
and leaders and make our impact on the
world.
When the Regional Team began strategizing their goals, one thing became very
clear. For the Regional Board to meet
their goals, we need everyone involved
in the Michigan Region! We can’t increase membership without your involvement as chapter leaders impressing

upon students on your campus to get
involved with Phi Theta Kappa. We
need your chapters to promote the 5
Star Chapter Development program
and encourage new members to enroll
in CollegeFish.org and the Five Star
Competitive Edge program.
The Region also wants to raise a minimum of $3100 ($100 for each of our
31 chapters in MI) for the Oberndorf
Completion Scholarship. The Board is
developing a Regional Honors in Action project focused on theme eight
and is also promoting college completion through signing events at our Regional meetings. The officers are
committed to attending at least one
induction or other chapter event on
each campus this year and last but
certainly not least, the Regional Officers are committed to giving you the
tools necessary to do your job as chapter leaders.
The MI Region Leaders Tool Box was
given to each chapter in attendance at
the Mini Honors Conference and we
are building the remaining boxes to
distribute to the other chapters at a
future event.
The Michigan Region is distinguished
and it is because of your participation,
involvement and leadership. Thank
you for the role you play in your chapter, on your campus and in the Region!
One of my favorite words is synergy—not only because of how it rolls
off the tongue—synergy is defined as
the total is greater than the sum of its
parts. This is how I view the Michigan
Region of Phi Theta Kappa, as a Region, we are greater than all of our
individual chapters combined! Thank
you for being a part of our Distinguished Region!
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REGIONAL UPDATE

Hallmark Writing
By: Michael Wisniewski Jr. —
Alumni Representative
th

When I traveled to the 94 International
Annual Convention held in Nashville, TN,
I attended the ‘What Next? Role of Alumni’ break-out session on Saturday, April
14th. I had the opportunity to find out exactly what my role as an alumnus would
be…Support. The panel that led the discussion included an alumnus from Texas,
and I had opportunity to speak to her after
the session. She explained the best way to
support chapters is by helping them to do
their best in writing Hallmarks. The alumni in Texas are emailed the hallmarks by
their chapters. The alumni grade the hallmarks and return them with suggestions.
I have shared this idea with The Michigan
Regional Alumni Association (MRAA)
Officer Board and we have agreed that this
is a great idea and that we want to do this
in the Michigan Region. Each chapter can
send their hallmarks to: miregionptk@gmail.com and it will be forwarded to members of the MRAA. Your
chapter’s Hallmark will be graded with the
rubric used by the Phi Theta Kappa Headquarters staff and returned to the

originating chapter with attached corrections.
The MRAA Board is also looking for
alumni willing to grade the submitted
hallmarks. An alumnus at the Leadership Conference asked me if someone
needed to have written a hallmark in the
past. I thought about it for a long moment and responded that it would be a
good idea if not only had the alumnus
not read a hallmark before, but had not
written one either. The ‘un-informed’
alumnus would be able to read a rubric
question and see if the chapter had answered it correctly. I heard Susan Edwards, Dean of Academic Affairs, state
many times that they are cheering for
the chapters as they grade each Hallmark. However, more times than not,
the chapter does not complete the rubric
question and they have to grade accordingly.
I think that alumnus would be able to
give an informed opinion as to whether
the chapter has answered the questions
from the rubric. With that being said, it
is getting close to the date that the hall-

General Session Meeting from 2012
Annual Convention in Nashville,
Tennessee.

marks are due: Wednesday, January 30,
2013 at 5:00pm CST. Your chapter should
be keeping an Honors in Action Journal
chronicling: 1. academic investigation; 2.
leadership roles & leadership development; 3. action; and 4. collaboration. This
journal is integral in writing your final
Hallmark. Be sure your chapter selected a
theme, did your research before designing
your action portion of your project and
start writing early, so you will have time
to do a lot of editing!

The Illinois Honor’s Institute
By: Matthew Ramey —
Regional President
On October 5, I traveled to Joliet Junior
College in Joliet, Illinois. The Illinois
Region had invited your Michigan
Regional team to their Leadership/Mini
-Honors Conference, and that is how I
ended up at the first community college
in the country, established in 1901. On
my way to the conference, I passed by
many cities and community colleges in
Michigan, and I thought of all the people who attended those schools. It made
the nearly five hour drive go pretty
quickly. I arrived at dinner and met
with my friend, Joshua Beneze (Central
Vice President), and began learning. I
felt like a new member all over again,
until I approached them with the attitude I’ve learned from the Michigan

Michigan Region President, Matthew
Ramey, along with fellow officers at
the Illinois Honor’s Institute.

Region—“We are family”. They had
some good speakers, breakout sessions
and a little friendly competition with Ultimate Frisbee. The only thing I would have
changed is having the entire Michigan
Region with me. I had to leave Saturday
around 5pm, but before I left the Illinois
Regional team privately met with me and
thanked me for coming. They asked me
“How did you walk up and fit in so well?”
I let them know that in Michigan, we are a
big family and regardless if you’re a
member, chapter officer, regional officer,
or alumni; we care about each other and
will always be there for each other. I said,
“We just don’t ‘say’ that we’re a family,
we are a family.” I’m glad that I learned
about another region, but I was happy to
tell another Region why the Michigan
Region is unlike any other Region in all
of Phi Theta Kappa; it’s a great example
to set!
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Dream to Complete Week at Montcalm CC
By: Katrina Soper —
Regional Vice-President
Montcalm Community College’s Alpha
Tau Alpha chapter recently completed
their college project entitled “Dream to
Complete Week”. Designed to support
the goals of both Achieving the Dream
and the Community College Completion
Corps, “Dream to Complete Week” involved a week of activities in support of
career path awareness and student degree
completion.
Here on our campus we have a program
titled, “Dreamin’s Free”. It was designed and started by one of our science
teachers, Michelle Gibson. Each student
receives a little book that is called their
Dream Book. In this book the student is
encouraged to write down all their
dreams and goals. This helps to urn
these dreams and goals into something
concrete and a constant visual reminder.
The student also receives a stamp in their
book every time they participate in a
campus activity; whether it be a guest
lecture, an art show, or another clubs
event. Each student that participated in
our “Dream to Complete” week got a
stamp in their book. At the end of the

year they receive a raffle ticket for
each stamp in their book. The raffle
ticket is for a variety of prizes.. Last
year ‘s grand prize was a netbook.
Through this program Montcalm Community College has been successful in
getting students more involved around
campus.
The week’s activities included the
following events: a presentation where
students could learn about strategies
for college success; a career day where
students could visit with local business
representatives and take career interest
testing; a degree awareness day where
students could speak with faculty
about career pathways; and a final
Commit to Complete day for students
to make a public commitment to complete their degrees
Alpha Tau Alpha was honored to
have Phi Theta Kappa’s Luke Davis,
Associate Director of Regional and
Chapter Development—Division I,
and Janet Bloomfield, Vice President
for Recruitment from the Michigan
Works! Consortium, in attendance for
the Commit to Complete day. Luke
presented information about degree
completion to students, and Janet
Bloomfield presented information

From Left to Right:
Luke Davis (Associate Director of Regional and Chapter Development, Division I), Kari Kahler (Michigan
Regional Coordinator), Jessica Snyder (Alpha Tau
Alpha Chapter Advisor), Diane Hamlin (Alpha Tau
Alpha Chapter Secretary), Stacey Kirby (Alpha Tau
Alpha Chapter Vice-President), Katrina Soper (Alpha
Tau Alpha Chapter President), and Amber Jaramillo
(Alpha Tau Alpha Chapter Advisor).

about job search strategies and the local employment market.
The chapter was also honored to have Kari
Kahler, Michigan Regional Coordinator, in
attendance for this event. Students were encouraged to sign the Commit to Complete banner
and personal degree commitment pledges.

Become Your Best Self in Phi Theta Kappa
By: Joshua Trader —
Regional Secretary
As a member of Phi Theta Kappa, you
are a student leader at your respective
campus. As student leaders, we must
learn and know one thing that no greatness comes from fear.
Think about it. When was the last time
you created anything meaningful, beautiful, interesting or great from a place
of fear? If you're obsessed with your
grades, are you seeding or weeding
your passion for learning? If you're
afraid to have fun, are you shutting
yourself off from discovering the greatest work lesson of your life? That you
work most productively when you're
having fun? If you're afraid to say 'no'
to others, how exhausted will you become before you realize the only person you're really saying 'no' to is yourself? I speak from the power of

Michigan Region Secretary, Joshua Trader, assisting a member in completion of
Five Star Competitive Edge.

personal experience. Been there, done
that!
I spent the first 23 years of my life living in fear. Fear that somehow I would
screw up and the whole world would
know that I wasn't as perfect as I
thought I should be or could be. Close
to four later, many lessons have prompted me to learn that greatness comes
from celebration, self-expression, courage, passion and love. We cannot lead
ourselves or the world toward any kind
of positive, healthy change if fear is our
guiding force. Since society at large
does such a poor job of teaching us that
principle, we need to teach it to ourselves first, and then to each other. I
challenge you as a member of Phi Theta
Kappa and a leader to teach yourself
this, and then share it with others. Find
a mentor and find something you are
passionate about—the sky is the limit!
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Michigan Adventure- A Summer Fellowship Adventure
By: William Lethig
In July, all Phi Theta Kappa Michigan
region chapters were invited for a day
at the Michigan Adventures Amusement Park. Aside from conventions, it
was just the setting for chapters to
bond with each other across the state.
The date was set for August 18, 2012
and a Facebook page was created to
spread the word.
Working together, Janice Murray Kenny of the Lambda Mu chapter, St.
Clair Community College and Bill
Lethig of the Beta Lambda Kappa,
Macomb Community College, worked
diligently to make this event come
together.
Soon enough, the Facebook page began receiving heavy attention with
people that wanted to attend. Eight
chapters signed up for the event including Macomb, St. Clair,
Schoolcraft, Kalamazoo, Henry Ford,
Bay de Noc, Northwestern, and Muskegon. There were members, officers,
alumni and family members attending.
On August 17, 10-14 attendees decid-

ed to stay at a local campground, Lake
Sch-Nepp-A-Ho. That night, the group
sat by campfire telling stories, and had
a good time full of fellowship. On August 18, once at the park, it was off to
the races.........roller coasters, water
rides, roller coasters, water slides and
more roller coasters. One of the first
rides, the log ride, was also the coldest!
It was about 65 degrees, because when
the water came over the front and sides
of the log we were in, I thought I saw a
few in our group turn blue. With teeth
rattling, goose bumps jumping and
knees shaking, we went on to the next
ride. At this point we broke into smaller
groups of two - five people and rushed
to get to the rides that we liked the
most.
When the park closed, we wanted more
and when that happens, you know
you’ve had a great day. In fact, we had
a couple of our group get an escort out
of the park, not because they were a
problem, but because they were the last
insanely crazy people that rode the RIP
CORD! This ridiculous ride, you are

hauled up 300 feet by a cable and then you
PULL a rip cord and are hurdled at lightning speed towards the ground. Just as you
thought you were going to meet your maker, you found yourself swinging out over
water. I didn't try this one; I knew it was
not going to happen!
Back at camp, we stayed up until 3:00 am
reflecting on the trip. It could not have
been a better day for everyone.

Attendees from trip

Phi Theta Kappa Michigan Region: First Annual Picnic
By: William Lethig
On July 14, 2012, the Michigan Region
had what might become its first annual
summer picnic. It was held at Kensington
Metro Park located in the southeast region of the state. Members from 5 chapters attended the first of what will become
( we hope) a part of the Phi Theta Kappa
tradition in Michigan. Hosted by, Mason
Whitmore, of the Alpha Xi Mu chapter,
Henry Ford Community College, and,
Bill Lethig, of the Beta Lambda Kappa,
Macomb Community College; the picnic
could not have been held on a better day.
With the sun shining, a cool breeze in the
air, family and friends gathered for fellowship and food. There were hot dogs,
potato salad, pasta salad, and more food
than could be mentioned. The desserts
were stacked high with cupcakes leading
the way. Everyone that came brought
something with them, from food to drinks
and games to cameras. As the day pro-

gressed and lunch was served, everyone
had a chance to sit and talk. For those
that did not know anyone they had a
chance to introduce themselves and get
acquainted.
After lunch the games began, there was a
water balloon fight, where two sides met
in the middle of the field, shook hands,
walked 15 paces and then, hundreds of
projectiles flew across the field! People
took hits on just about every part of their
body. No one was safe, even the battle
photographer took a hit, although he tried
his best to take cover behind the nearest
tree. For those that chose not to get involved in the water fight, they spent time
at the water park which was just down
the hill, with water slides, a splash park
and the beach. It was a great fellowship
event! When we were not throwing balloons, sliding down the water slide, at the

beach or eating, we had a chance to just sit,
talk, pass memories back and forth and
create new ones to take into our future. The
conversations lasted until late in the day
and as people started to leave, they left
with the feeling of friendship and love
from their extended family.

A few attendees from the event
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Getting Involved! Schoolcraft ‘School Daze’ Event
By: Issma Iqbal
Every year in September the Student Activities Office plans School Daze. This
festival provides all the clubs and organizations of Schoolcraft College with a table,
so they can get word out about their organizations. Phi Theta Kappa informed students about the possibilities they can receive including transfer scholarships and
the American Cancer Society Relay that
Phi Theta Kappa hosted on October 26th.
School Daze ran Tuesday - Thursday from
10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m. and took place between the Forum and the Liberal Arts

building. Other activities included a free 10
minute massage chair, snow cones for
$1.00, hotdogs for 50 cents, a free photo
booth and much, much more.

Volunteers from event.

New Recruitment! Schoolcraft Orientation
By: Issma Iqbal
The Omicron Iota Chapter hosted an
orientation for the recruitment of
members on Wednesday, September
26th 2012. The purpose of this orientation was to inform students who
were interested in Phi Theta Kappa
about how to earn their stars, what
dues they will have to pay, and how
many scholarships are given out.
Omicron Iota informed students
about the leadership and service they
would be doing for the community.
Omicron Iota also talked about the
difference between the Par Excel-

lence memberships and general
membership. The potential
members were informed that Phi
Theta Kappa is based on the
Hallmarks of Scholarship, Leadership, Service and Fellowship.
With a turnout of over 100 people, Omicron Iota has definitely
done their job in recruiting
members.

Schoolcraft College Induction Attendees.
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Saving Lives at Schoolcraft College Blood Drive
By: Issma Iqbal
Schoolcraft College students donated their blood to help save lives and commented, “It’s our way of giving back to the
community and helping those in need.” The Omicron Iota Chapter at Schoolcraft College helped in many ways including
putting fliers up on campus and letting other students know how they can help by donating blood. Schoolcraft College is
very passionate about the American Red Cross Blood Drives. It is a truly rewarding experience to see the students and volunteers working hand in hand to preserve the life of those in need!

A student donating blood.

Committed Volunteers!

Honoring Years of Service at Montcalm CC
By: Amber Jaramillo
As a student at MCC, Debra Alexander was inducted into Phi Theta Kappa, and held the Alpha Tau Alpha
offices of Secretary, PR Historian,
Vice President and President. She
became Alpha Tau Alpha Advisor in
2001 when she was hired as the
Montcalm Community College Foundation Director. In 2004 she became
Director of MCC Admissions, and in
2010 Associate Dean of Student Services. Debbi is happily married, has
two daughters-by-marriage, and will
become a grandma in March of 2013.
She currently serves as Chapter Ad-

ministrator and as one of three chapter Advisors. In 2011, Debbi received the Distinguished Chapter
Administrator award. Debbi was
awarded her 10 year advisor pin at
Alpha Tau Alpha’s Fall Induction
Ceremony on Friday, October 5th.
She is pictured here with her friend
and colleague, Jessica Snyder, who
presented the award to her. Congratulations to Debra Alexander for all
your years of service to Alpha Tau
Alpha and Phi Theta Kappa.
Debra receiving her Distinguished
Chapter Administrator Award.
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Making Moves: Katrina Soper’s Art Success
By: Jessica Snyder —
Advisor-Alpha Tau Alpha
"Alpha Tau Alpha is proud to announce that two paintings by Katrina
Soper, Michigan Regional Vice President, have been selected for permanent display. Katrina’s painting,
entitled “Losing to Win” (which won
first place in the 2012 Michigan Phi
Theta Kappa Regional Convention
Visual Arts competition), has been
placed in the Instruction West building on the main campus. The piece
emphasizes the danger of the media’s
emphasis on thinness, and promotes
awareness of the danger of eating
disorders. We would like to thank
Katrina for graciously donating her
art to the college.
Additionally, Montcalm Community
College recently held an art competition entitled, “MCC Create!”. For
the competition, students, employ-

ees, and members of the MCC community were encouraged to submit
artwork that reflected the theme of
“Think Globally”. The two winning categories were Administrator’s Choice Award and People’s
Choice Award. Katrina’s piece
“Harmony” earned her the People’s
Choice Award. As a result of winning the contest, Katrina’s painting
will join four other works of art in a
new display in the Doser building.
To learn more about the contest,
please visit: http://
www.montcalm.edu/
blog/2012/10/25/four-artists-winmcc-create-art-contest/. Congratulations Katrina on your artistic success!"

Pictured from Left to Right: Robert
Ferrentino, President, Montcalm
Community College, Katrina Soper,
Alpha Tau Alpha member and Michigan Regional Vice President, Dr. Gary
Hauck, PhD., Dean of Instruction and
Faculty, Montcalm Community College.

New Members at Oakland CC Auburn Hills Induction
By: Matthew Ramey —
Regional President
I’d first like to start off by thanking
Alpha Omicron Rho for inviting me
to their induction. I arrived at the
Auburn Hills campus of Oakland
Community College around 5:15pm. I
saw the officer and alumni set up for
the big night for over three dozen
inductees. The evening started with a
warm welcome from the Chapter
advisor, Michelle Casanoa, and introduced the Dean of Academic and
Student Services, Henry Tanaka.
After his speech, I was privileged to
address the inductees and family. I
was followed by Tricia Melnikov,
Alumnus and past chapter president,
who gave an amazing presentation; a
heart felt speech and a slideshow that
featured all she has experienced while
at Alpha Omicron Rho. Jared Towers,
Chapter Treasurer 2011-2012, explained how Phi Theta Kappa helped
him grow and develop into who he is

Officers of Alpha Omicron Rho

now. Michelle Casanova then presented an award to last year’s chapter
president MiVida Burrus, Michelle
spoke about briefly about MiVida
before giving her a plaque adorned
with a gavel. The new chapter officers were installed by MiVida and
myself, and were presented with their
chapter officer pins and chapter officer polo shirts. The Chapter officers
addressed those in attendance, in
order of Chapter President Ammarah
Syed, Vice President of Leadership
Ann Nowak-Lawler, and Robin
McIntosh Treasurer/ Interim Public
Relations Representative. After the
ceremony, refreshments were served.
Well… that is misleading, there were
three subs that each had to be 4 feet
each. It was a great evening, that was
performed without a hitch. I thank
them for letting me be a part of a
wonderful evening, and all I can say
is “Bravo, on an excellent induction.”

Volume 1, Issue 1

Page 8

Let Your Chapter Shine
By: Ranequa Kelley-Boyd — PR/Historian

The Regional Newsletter
We need your articles! The Regional Board would like to invite and urge all chapters to submit articles for the Regional newsletter, which can be submitted throughout the year. As your chapter continues to have success, the Regional Board wants to record your chapter’s accomplishments! Your articles need not be very long, a few paragraphs will
do. Pictures along with your articles are encouraged as well! Newsletter articles can cover anything from reflections
on member induction ceremonies, community service events, chapter officer team achievements, or even other topics
such as cooking recipes, or an invitation welcoming other chapters to attend your chapter events. Some other ideas
for articles would be:


Progress on your Honors in Action Project or your College Project–finished or not. This could be a great way to
get feedback on your project if you need it



What your chapter is doing to promote the C4 initiative



Service projects your chapter is involved in or needs help with - this is a great way to let the Region know how
they can help your chapter



Fellowship - has your group gotten together just to hang out and bond, and if so, what did you do



Useful tools which have helped your chapter in some way



Anything related to Phi Theta Kappa is welcomed

The Regional Yearbook
For the Region, I will be compiling a personal yearbook showcasing the success of all regional and chapter events,
along with any submitted photos that I receive from chapters. The Regional Board urges chapters to submit any pictures from regional and chapter events throughout the year that you wish to have included in the Regional yearbook.
Submissions are accepted all year round, so do not hesitate to send as many as you like!

Get Involved With the Region!
Submit Articles to: michiganregion.ptk@gmail.com or rkelleyboyd.ptk@gmail.com
Visit our website at: http://michiganregion.ptk.org

